One Law for All – 20th June 2010
Dear Friends,

I wish to begin by extending my deepest thanks to Maryam and all at One Law for Al, and to all of you, for standing with me today and giving me the courage to speak out.

Since sharing information about today’s event and my small part I have been accused of everything from being a kuffir or non-believer to a racist! I have been surprised at the lack of room for a coherent, intelligent and informed debate. I have been even more surprised and saddened at lack of debate available to me as a Muslim woman.

To my Islamist brothers – you may be able to shout louder than me, for longer than me but YOU WILL NEVER SILENCE ME. 

WE DO NOT WANT SHARI’A LAW HERE. 

Reasons:

· Equality before the law is fundamental and non-negotiable. I want laws and a legal system that provides for everyone irrespective of their faith, gender, race and ethnicity, sexual orientation and level of ability.

· I do not want a legal system that deems my testimony as a woman less valid and of less value than that of my brother’s.

· I want a system that is consistent and relevant. Not one that is open to revised interpretations at the whims of so-called clerics. 

· I do not want a system that makes judgements based on a patriarchal and historical set of values that are frozen in time. How can a faith that was once so progressive have become so entrenched and intransigent? Because it is being used by those who want to gain and maintain power by the rule of fear and violence – justified by their medieval interpretation of the words of God.
· How can men who would be driven to the edges of madness by the sight of a single strand of my hair be trusted to make fair and balanced judgements?

I am not taking this stance based on a Daily Mail perception of Shari’a Law. I am a Muslim woman who is extremely proud of her religious, cultural and ethnic heritage. I have also studied and continue to study Shari’a. 

But for more than any other reason my rejection of Shari’a Law is based upon seeing it in practice – not in Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, India or elsewhere – but right here in the UK.

· Where did this need/demand for a separate legal system come from? 

· Muslims have been a part of the UK for many, many years but the generations before me did not feel the need for or call for segregation in the way that is being demanded now.

· At the beginning of my career as a women’s rights advocate there was no need to apply for a certificate of khula in divorce cases. Muslim women are now being told that divorces under the English legal system are not valued or recognised without a certificate of khula – and should they remarry without this they will be committing zina – a ‘crime’ punishable by death in many Muslim countries. This is not a view shared by all Islamic scholars but a view that is being pushed through the Islamic councils and tribunals across the UK.
· If a woman chooses not to pursue a case through these so-called councils and tribunals she and her children face ostracism and exclusion from their community and in many cases families. Is this justice? Is this free choice?

· Women are told to handover custody of their children to their (ex) husbands by Shari’a. This judgement is not based on the best interests of the children but on a historical gender bias. Is this justice?

· Women are told they must re-marry even if they do not wish to as the world as we know it may end if the numbers of unmarried women increase. Men cannot be trusted to control themselves yet these same men think they can dispense justice!!!

· In cases where there has been a history of violence and abuse there are no safeguards for ensuring confidentiality, protection of the woman and children’s whereabouts. Even worse she is forced into mediation at considerable risk to her safety and under pressure from community and family. Is this justice?

I DO NOT WANT SHARI’A LAW HERE OR ANYWHERE.

Thank you.

