Patty Debonitas’ speech

Today 29 years ago on 20 June 1981 the regime in Iran started a wave of mass executions of people to manifest its power. 

Today one year ago a young woman, Neda Agha Soltan, was shot dead by the Islamic regime’s forces at a protest. 

As it seems she was shot dead right in front of our eyes. 

And with the beginning of the uprising of Iranian people against the dictatorship, she was one of the first of and at the same time one of the thousands that have been killed in the struggle for freedom. 

Today we are here to remember Neda. 

Today we are here to remember Farzad

To remember Ehasan

To remember Tahrane. 

And all the others that have been killed and tortured. 

Today people in are out on the streets of Iran to protest against the Islamic regime of Iran. 

And today we are here to to stand with them. 

Today we here in London are also part of the International Day for Neda that stretches from Toronto to Paris, to Berlin, Melbourne, Washington and to many other places. 

Today, a revolution is happening in Iran. People are out on the streets. The evil structure that has been put in place over the last 30 years is being torn down by people in Iran day by day, bit by bit. They are doing it, but they need your support. 

We are calling on you, on everyone for international soldiarity with the people in Iran: Use your freedom to uphold theirs. 
Solidarity, international soldiarity, what is that? 

It is to remember those killed, those in prison, those that had to flee or hide. And it is to be with
The ones that are fighting right now on the streets of Iran. It is to make the killing in Iran stop. And to support the people in Iran to get what they want. For a start that is fundamental human rights. 

It is to kick the Iranian regime out of the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women, a body that was established for gender equality and the advancement of women – everything that the Islamic regime of Iran is not.

It is to make sure that there is no military attack on Iran. It is to stop stoning. 

Above all your solidarity will help to get rid of the Islamic Republic’s dictatorship because that is what the people in Iran are struggling to achieve. Internatioal soldiarity means working to isolate the Islamic regime diplomatically. To shut down its embassies everywhere in the world. To ask your MP what they are actually doing to support the people in Iran.  They cannot support the people in Iran whilst at the same time have dealings with the dictators. 
Last week a college in Germany announced a talk on Iran to which it invited the Iranian ambassador in Germany. As soon as the news for this was released a wave of protests began. Within a couple of days the college had cancelled the meeting. This is International solidarity. Our voices count and our actions make a difference. 

This is what we can do right here. Coming out today, to remember Neda. By coming here today you are showing your solidarity with the people here who are victimised under Sharia law here and people in Iran are being victimised under the state power of Sharia. Marching to the Iranian regime’s embassy here in London is showing your solidarity. Showing the Islamic regime and our politician but above all showing the people in Iran that we are with them.  

As the polticial Islamic movement is extending its grasp to the people living right here as well, means that solidarity is also standing up for people’s rights right here. 

We are here today to remember and to show solidarity and to make our voices heard. No doubt, the Iranian people will be out on the streets of Iran, voicing their protest and fury very vocally as well – rising up against the utmost repression that they had to endure, not just in the last 12 months but in the last 31 years.
The people of Iran have risen against dictatorship, execution, violence, torture, rape and gender apartheid and the Islamic regime in Iran won’t be able to stop them. That’s why we are here today. We are here out on the streets of London today to ask you to support the people of Iran in their struggle against the Islamic regime of Iran. We are here today to ask you to push for the release of all political prisoners in Iran right now, to stop executions in Iran right now. Supporting the people in Iran is something you can do! The wave of solidarity across the world with the people’s movement in Iran is growing day by day. 
The uprising in Iran needs our support. The people in Iran need to know that we are standing with them in their struggle. 

We are here today, but our numbers need to grow and our actions need to be stronger – for the victory of people in Iran.
